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Members of Rotary Club Gauhati South

pay their respectful homage to the memory of

Members of Rotary Club, Gauhati South mourn the demise of our

eminent member, Past District Governor

Rtn. Dr. Pranab Kumar Barua and pray to the Almighty for

the eternal peace of the departed soul.

This Issue is Dedicated to the Loving Memory of Late Rtn. Dr. Pranab Kumar Barua

PDG Dr. Pranab Kumar Barua



2

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE

DECEMBER 2016

I joined Rotary as an engineer. There are almost as
many classifications in the profession of engineering
as there are in Rotary, but I happen to be a mechanical
engineer. A mechanical engineer calculates the
heating and cooling loads for a new building, makes
sure the right lights are in the right places, and plans
the plumbing so your hot water pipe doesn't end in a
drinking fountain.

Mechanical engineers don't stand out in a crowd, and
they don't call attention to themselves with what they
do. You probably haven't thought much about the
engineers who designed the buildings you use, the
car you drive, or the traffic patterns you follow. But
every time you get in an elevator, turn the key in your
ignition, or cross the street when the light says go, you
are entrusting your life to an engineer somewhere
whom you've never met. You trust that your elevator
will open at the floor you want it to. You trust that your
car will start and stop as it should. You trust that the
traffic light is going to turn red before the walk light
goes on. Every day, you put your life in the hands of
people whose names you do not know and whom you
might never meet. You might not think about them at
all – but they touch your lives every day.

I could draw the same parallel to any number of other
vocations – ordinary occupations with the same kind
of life-changing impact. In so many ways – some of
which we see and some we don't – our vocations allow

JOHN F. GERM

PRESIDENT 2016-17

us to help other people live better, safer, and healthier
lives.

Just like the work we do in Rotary.

Through our vocations and in our clubs, in our
communities, and across continents, we are touching
the lives of people we don't know and might never
meet. And in every part of the world, every single day,
whether they know it or not, people are living better,
safer, and healthier lives because of the work of
Rotary.

The people we help might not have met a single
Rotarian. They might not even know that Rotary
exists. But they are drinking clean water from a bore
well that Rotary dug. They're learning to read with
books that Rotary gave them. They're living lives that
are better, happier, and healthier – because of Rotary
Serving Humanity.

Latest Technology This soft, skin-mounted sensor is designed to capture, collect and analyze sweat.
Credit: J. Rogers, Northwestern University
Imagine if taking a snapshot of your health were as easy as slapping a sticker on your skin. A new
study finds that a tiny adhesive sensor can read what's going on in your body based on your
sweat, and relay information about your well-being wirelessly to a smartphone. This type of
wearable sensor could work as an alternative to blood tests to assess people's health one day,
according to the researchers.
Perspiration is a rich chemical full of molecules ranging from simple electrically charged ions to
more complex proteins that can shed light on what is happening inside the human body
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Rtn. Dr Pranab Kumar Barua , a teacher of surgery par
excellence & accomplished Rotarian was born on 1
March, 1938 at Shillong, earstwhile capital of undivided
Assam although his family hailed from Kenduguri of Jorhat.
He had his schooling from primary to college level at
Shillong. After passing I. Sc. from St. Edmund`s College ,
he joined Assam Medical college to pursue a medical
career. He graduated in 1960 and started his career as
Registrar of Surgery in Gauhati Medical College in 1962.
He then moved to Assam Medical College to pursue Post
Graduate course in Surgery there and obtained his M. S.
degree in 1965 and got promoted to Assistant
Professorship in 1967. He was , after few years, sponsored
by Government ofAssam for higher study in Cardiothoracic
surgery in United Kingdom. After successful completion of
training he returned to his Alma Mater in August, 1978 and
joined in the same capacity. He was pioneer in initiating
Cardiothoracic procedures including Closed Valve
Myotomy operation in the college hospital with limited
facility & infrastructure. He became professor in 1990, later
on H O D of Surgery the next year. After a long spell of 34
years of successful career in Surgery he retired in 1996.
Thereafter he rendered his service to his patients at
Dibrugarh as Senior Consultant Surgeon and also served
as Medical Superintendent of Srimanta Sankardev
Hosspital & Research Centre, a private sector hospital at
Dibrugarh for several years.

As a teacher of Surgery Dr. Barua was very popular among
his students & colleagues. A true gentleman, Dr. Barua was
known and respected for his dignified personality and
polished manners. He was happily married to Anne Geeta
and blessed with one son & one daughter and both are
settled well in their respective field.

He came to the fold of Rotary as an active member of
Rotary Club of Dibrugarh in 1983. But so much was his
interest and involvement in Rotary that within few years of
membership, he was elected as the President of the club
for the term 1987-88 and made Group Study Exchange

st

Rtn. Dr. Pranab Kumar Barua : a tribute

Rtn. R.N.Mazumder

(GSE) team leader in 1990-91. He served Rotary as
District Governor of RID 3240 in the millennium year 1999-
2000 and as expected, he was one of the most successful
Governors of this District, leading 45 clubs with
membership strength of more than 1450. During his term
as DG, two new clubs were chartered and fund under TRF
was raised to $ 28141 which was all time high since 1990-
91 besides helping completion of 8 matching grant projects
in the district. Hope 2000, the District Conference held at
Dibrugarh under his leadership was a grand success.

PDG Dr. Barua relocated to Guwahati in 2013 and chose to
join our club on our invitation, ignoring request from other
club. He was formally inducted on 12 July, 2013 as a
member of R C Gauhati South. A polished gentlemen and
accomplished Rotarian to the core, Rtn Dr. Barua was very
thorough with Rotary matters and tried to maintain
discipline and decorum all through out his Rotary career.
After induction, during Rotary year 2013-14, he was almost
regular in attending weekly meetings besides important
functions like Vocational award, installation ceremony etc.
He used to point out any omission or commission if
committed during any club meeting or special events and
advised us to maintain rotary norms without any deviation.

Around mid 2015, unfortunately he was inflicted by a
dreaded disease and after initial improvement, he started
attending club meetings and even celebrated his last
wedding anniversary with a dinner in the club with all his
family members. That was a memorable day for all of us,
and specially for him with all his Rotarian friends. After
some days his illness recurred and his condition started
deteriorating and finally left for his heavenly abode on 19
June.

With his demise, besides a great loss to the surgical
fraternity of North east, Rotary lost a dedicated, committed
and accomplished Rotarian to the core and only time will
tell if the void will be filled at all. We offer our respectful
homage & pray for his eternal peace.

th

th

Last Tribute to Past District Governor Dr Pranab Kumar Baruah
Rtn Minoti Barthakur

Rotary Club of Gauhati South

Our dear PDG Dr Pranab Kumar Baruah dada has left
us all sad, for his heavenly abode on the 19 of November
2016. May his great soul rest in eternal peace.

The very thought of his name brings to our mind a well
dressed handsome man, who was a gentleman per
excellence. Originally a member of Rotary Club of
Dibrugarh, dada joined our Rotary Club of Gauhati South
when he came and settled in Guwahati. He joined our club
because a few of his favourite Rotarians belonged to this
club. A Past District Governor joining our club was good
news for all our club members, more so because; dada was
an extraordinarily polite and knowledgeable Rotarian of our

th

District.

Late Past District Governor Dr Baruah served our R I
District 3240 in the Millennium year 1999-2000. However
before he became our Governor he was the District Team
Leader of our Group Study Exchange Team to the United
States. Our Rotary District 3240 comprises of the seven
North Eastern States, parts of West Bengal and Sikkim.
Thus it covers a huge area of about nine different states
having members of many different communities. To have
an eye on all its clubs situated in the plains and the hilly
terrains, is therefore not an easy job. But Baruah Dada, a
Rotarian to the core of his heart, did his job efficiently and
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to the satisfaction of almost all of us. When he became the
Governor, the District had the strength of about 1450
members, but he added two more clubs during his tenure.
This was no small news, as 16 years back, it was not an
easy task. More over his contribution to the Rotary
Foundation was all time highest. Also during his tenure he
facilitated and helped the growth and completion of eight
new Matching Grant Projects to the District.

As about his relationships with the Rotarians, Baruah
Dada was very dignified and always maintained a low
profile. He used to point out the mistakes committed by the
Rotarians while observing the official rules and regulations
of Rotary, but he never told them about it in front of their
fellow members. He used to call the particular Rotarian and
talked to him about it separately and once the person
rectifies his mistake, he used to thank him for the correction
made. Thus nobody was ever displeased by whatever he
used to teach.

Baruadada's District Conference held during his tenure
in Dibrugarh “Hope 2000” was the 10 Conference of our
District 3240 is a memory to be cherished by many

th

Rotarians of our District, where the present R I Director
PDG Manoj Deshai visited as the Rotary Intertational
President's Representative. R I President that year was
Carlo Ravizza and the year's theme was “Rotary 2000: Act
with Consistency, Credibility, Continuity”.

When Baruah Dada was sick last year, I visited him and
he was so happy to see me at his home. In fact he said, “I
was expecting you Minoti”. He then became alright for
quite some time and used to visit our club again. In fact, he
offered a dinner to all our club members before he became
critically ill.

We the Rotarians of R I District 3240 and particularly, the
members of Gauhati South mourn the sad demise of our dear
leader and pray to the Almighty to grant peace and solace to
this soul. But PDG Late Dr Pranab Kumar Baruah will
continue to live in our hearts. We will always remember him
whenever we wear the beautiful Rotary Emblem made in the
shape of a Peacock, which he gave to many of us, during his
PresidentElectTraining Seminar (PETS)atShillong.

May God give enough strength to his near and dear
one's to bear his loss.

MINUTES  OF  THE  1927 MEETING  OF  THE ROTARY  CLUB  OF  GAUHATI  SOUTH
th

The 1927 meeting of the Rotary Club of Gauhati
South was called to order by the President Rtn.
Bhupendra Nath Das at 6.45 pm on Friday the 18
November,2016 at the Rajdhani Regency Hotel. Due to
the absence of the Secretary Rtn. Arman Ahmed, the
President invited Rtn. Prashanta Goswami to take his
place on the dais, At the request of the President, the
members rose and sang the NationalAnthem.

The President welcomes the members and the Annes
present. The Birthday of Rtn. Jayanta Madhab Baruah on
24 November was announced but as he was absent, the
card was retained to be presented ata laterdate.

The President welcomed Rtn. Gatyatri Bhattacharya
after her seven week holiday in Chicago with her son
and family – she very briefly narrated her experience
and particularly about the change of season and how the
leaves change colour.

The President also welcomed Rtn. Biswadip
Barooah after his recent trip to Saigon.

The President informed the house regarding the De-
worming programme undertaken by the Club on the 14
November,2016, on the occasion of it being the

th

th

th

th

Chikdren's Day. The programme was undertaken at the
Hindi ME School at Sharabbhatti under the Happy
School programme. The entire programme was
organized by PP Rtn. Dr. Rabindra Nath Mazumder and
was attended by the President, the Secretary, Rotarians
Dr. Anil Mahanta, Dr. Nareshwar Sarma, Devdas
Kakoty, Tejen Bardoloi and Anne Renumoni Das. A total
of 55 children of the school were given De-worming
doses. The assembly also saw the Rotarians advising
the children on hygiene under the WINS programme.

The President informed the members that there
would be a Rotary Foundation Seminar at Tezpur on the
27 November,2016. It will be a half day seminar starting
from 3 pm and should end by 7 pm. The registration fee
is Rs.1,200/- upto the 20 November,2016 and then
Rs.1,500/-. He called upon the members to participate in
the seminar.

There are three invitations to conduct the flagship
programme of the Club How To Face An Interview –
Pragjyotish College in November, Veterinary College in
December, Commerce College in February. There is
also a standing invitation from the Institute of Chartered
Accountants.

th

th

RTN. DR.PRANAB KUMAR BARUA, A Past District
Governor of D-3240 was from RC Dibrugarh and later
joined RC Gauhati South breathed his last on midnight
20th November, 2016 in Guwahati. Late PDG Dr.Barua, a
perfect gentleman was an active Rotarian from RC
Dibrugarh and had served 3240 in the millennium year of
1999-2000. Before he became the District Governor, he
went to US as a Group Study Exchange Team Leader
from 3240.
He had leaded 45 Clubs in 3240 with a membership
strength of 1450 plus, added TWO new clubs during his
term as Governor and raised the TRF fund all time highest
since 1990-91 to $28141. Also during his tenure he had

facilitated & helped completing EIGHT Matching Grant
projects in 3240.
“Hope 2000” - the 10th District Conference of 3240 was held
in Dibrugarh during his Governorship, a memory to cherish
for a long time, where the serving RI Director PDG Manoj
Deshai visited as RIPR representing the then RI President
Carlo Ravizza & Rotary Theme for that year was "Rotary
2000:Actwith Consistency,Credibility,Continuity”
Dr.Barua left for heavenly abode keeping his family, friends &
relativesbehind&ofcoursehundredsofhisRotarianfriends.
We pray to Lord Almighty to grant his peace & solace to
the soul and abundantly provide strength & courage to
Late PDG Dr. Barua’s family to bear this loss.
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Rtn. Dr. Anil Kumar Mahanta is proposing a Health

Camp on Saturday the 3 December – he will inform the

members on the time and place.

Rtn. Subhash Chandra Goswami spoke on the

necessity of skill development and the avenues open to

the youth of the North Eastern region. He emphasized

that this was the only manner in which our youth could to

compete in this fiercely competitive world.

Rtn. Dr. Rabindra Nath Mazumder was invited to

speak on ASHA KIRON. At the very outset he informed

the members that this is a Rotraqy programme which

aims to bring back school drop-outs back to the school

under the RILM project. Thiws programme comes under

Child Development. A contribution of Rs. 2,100/- has

been sought from the members to make this programme

effective. Our Club has contributed Rs.84,000/-

c0ollected from 40 members for this programme. There

are several organizations such as the Friendcs of Tribal

Society, EKOL Vidyalayas which are already working in

this filed. In the tea gardens, single teacher schools are

imparting education up to class III. We had promised to

rd

be a club with 100 % contribution and he called upon the

members to fulfil this commitment. The British Ciuncil

has extended its support to this programme and have

promised to bring Nobel laureate Kailash Satyarthi for

this programme.
The formal vote of thanks was offered by Rtn. Dr.

Bibekananda Saikia/ He thankwed Rtn. Gayatri
Bhattacharya for the brief experience of Chicago. He
thanked Rtn. Subhash Goswami for the brief but very
useful presentation on Skill Development. He than
thanked Rtn, Dr. Rabindra Nath Mazumder for the
presentation on Asha Kiron. Finally he expressed his
thanks to Rtn. Dr. Malatee Baroowa for the sumptuous
fellowship she had offered.

The President informed the House that a committee
headed by Rtn. Prashanta Goswami with Rtn. Bibeka
Nanda Saikia, Rtn. Dr. Rabindra Nath Mazumder and
Rtn, Sweta Pegu has been constituted to decide on the
Club's annual picnic in December.

The Secretary announced that there were 20
Rotarians and 3 Annes in todays meeting and the TRF
collection stood at Rs. 170/=,

The President adjourned the meeting at 8 pm.

MINUTES  OF  THE  1928 MEETING  OF  THE

ROTARY  CLUB  OF  GAUHATI  SOUTH

th

Weekly Meeting no 1928 was held on 25th Nov.At our

regular venue. In absence of president Rtn. BN. Das,

Rtn. R N Mazumder presided over the meeting.

This meeting was a tribute to PDG PK Barua.

Rtn. Gayatri Bhattacharjee, Rtn. Minoti Barthakur,
Rtn. Anjana Buragohain, Rtn. Biswadip Baruah and
Officiating president Rtn. R. N. Mazumder talked

about PDG P K Baruah's involvement in Rotary.

One minute condolence was observed.

Vote of thanks was offered by Rtn. Bikas Bajaj

Fellowship was by Rtn. P D Choudhury.

TRF collection Rs. 370/=

The meeting adjourned at 8 pm.

Rtn. Pranab Kumar Baruah, Retired Head of the
Department of Surgery of Assam Medical College,
Dibrugarh passed away for heavenly abode at 0045 hrs.
on 20 November, 2016 at a city Nursing Home. His last
rites were performed by his son Bikram at Nabagraha
Creamation Ground in presence of a large numbers of
Rotarians, Doctors and well-wishers besides his
relatives.

Rtn. Pranab was born in Shillong to parents late Golab
Chandra Boruah and Giri Bala Boruah on 26 July,
1938. He had his primary education in Laban Primery
School, Shillong and passed matriculation from
Government H.E. School, Shillong with first division and
Intermediate Science (I.Sc.) from St.Edmund's College,
Shillong, in first division.

He studied in theAssam Medical College, Dibrugarh and
obtains his MBBS degree in the year 1960 and did his

th

th

As I know Rtn. Dr. Pranab Kumar Baruah

MS in General Surgery in the year1965 from the same
college.

Joined as Asst. Prof.(Surgery) in Assam Medical
College. In 1976 he was deputed byAssam Government
to UK for 2years Fellowship in Cardio Thorassik Surgery
at Glasgow Royal Infirmary Hoshital.

He join Rotary Club of Dibrugarh in the year 1988 in than
RI District 320.Served the club in various capacity: D, P,
CH, GGR, DCH, and as District Governor of RI District
3240 (1999-2000). He was selected to lead the Group
Study Exchange Team of RI District 3240 to USA in the
year 1991. He is a Paul Harrish Fellow (PHF).

He was married to Shu-Shri Geeta Baruah Daughter of
well-known historian Heramba Kanta Borpuzari on 4th.
December in the year1968.They have a son Dr Bikram
Boruah Kaushik and daughter Smti.Meghna Baruh.
Both of them are well settled in life.

Rtn. Hareswar Talukdar
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I for the first time met Rtn. Dr. Boruah in the year 1998 in
Rotary District Conference (RI District 3240) in Tinsukia.
He had a special charming personality which attracts

you so dearly and lovingly that it stay for the life. After his
retirement he joined our Club. I miss him very much.

Om Shanti Shantihi.

Giving hope to a girl with a hole in her heart
Posted on November 21, 2016

By Wayne Kauffman, Rotary Club of Edmonton Riverview,Alberta, Canada

Esperanza is the Spanish word for “hope.” When I think about what motivates me to serve as a Rotary Foundation
chair for my district, I am drawn to this word, which is the name of one of our recent projects. To me, hope is really at the
core of our Rotary Foundation.

Our Esperanza project is in its 20th year, and sends Canadian medical and dental teams to provide vocational training
and medical care to the people of Cuenca, Ecuador. It is led by Dr. Tom Greidanus, a member of the Rotary Club of
Edmonton Riverview.

The teams train and mentor orthopedic surgeons, physiotherapists, nurses, dentists and dental students. They:

Educate parents and family members on proper care of infants and children to avoid preventable hip problems

Provide hip and knee replacements to approximately 40 impoverished adults from the region

Give pediatric orthopedic surgeries to about 15 children to correct hip and leg deformities

Provide patients with dental screening and care, if needed, and follow-up care for patients from previous years

Provide dental care and education to approximately 200 children attending schools in remote villages in the
area.

Notwithstanding the success and impact of this project, there are still other acts of humanity that arise during the
course of the mission. For example, during the project I learned of a little girl named Natalie who was diagnosed, in
rough medical terms, with a hole in her heart. Her situation was determined by a pediatric cardiologist who happened
to accompany her husband (a pediatric orthopedic surgeon) on the mission one year. Her prognosis was not good.

A two-year effort was made to find a surgeon in Cuenca to perform the surgery and restore Natalie back to health.
There were many setbacks and disappointments, but through perseverance and determination and the hard work of
Rotarians and doctors, this child now has “Esperanza.”

You see, it's more than the success of our global grants and related projects. It's the connections that happen.And
all of that happens when people choose to do good in the world through The Rotary Foundation.

§

§

§

§

§
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Dr. Pranab Kumar Baruah’s Moments of Rotary Activities
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Editor : Rotary Club of Gauhati South,

E-mail : giti_baruah21@yahoo.co.in, Mobile : 9954382241

Rtn. Giti Bujarbarua,

Editor's Column

We deeply mourn the loss of our eminent member PDG DR.
Pranab Baruah. We dedicate this issue of our bulletin in the
loving memory of this versatile Rotarian. Dr. Baruah could
be defined as the perfect gentleman with a true Rotary
spirit.We will put our best efforts to carry on his dedication
and commitment to change this world for the better, forever
through Rotary's service to humanity.

In Rotary calendar the month of December is designated as Disease Prevention
and Treatment month. Rotary's disease prevention and treatment projects takes
on many forms, from supporting studies to helping immunize people to improving
drinking water and sanitation infrastructure. The world has started relying on
Rotary to tackle these global problems.

The compassionate and caring Rotarians cheer up the communities, by
promoting health care through periodic medical camps, where patients are
examined by a panel of qualified specialist doctors, equipped hospitals with life
saving machineries of latest technologies, facilitating clean safe drinking water,
putting their best efforts in preventing disease and treatment. Sanitation and
hygiene awareness programs are part of it. But the most significant one is of
course the world wide project of polio eradication known as Polio Plus.

Rotary whole heartedly pledge to the children of the world to eradicate the dread
polio

Rotary whole heartedly pledged to the children of the world to eradicate the
dreadful disease polio from the face of the earth, thereby saving the lives of the
millions of children who could have died or been crippled due to the dangerous
disease called polio.

It took a long time because India is a vast country where polio had infected more
than 3, 50, 000 children annually, but finally Rotarians primarily and their partners
concerted efforts have made India a polio free country in January 2013. It's a
great victory over polio in India where polio eradication was almost an
unattainable dream where polio virus literally had a free run all over India.

Let us all keep up the spark of Rotary kindle within us, and make Polio Plus the
sparkling jewel in Rotary's crown.

Rtn. Giti Bujarbarua

“Don't limit yourself. Many
people limit themselves to what
they think they can do. You can
go as far as your mind lets you.
What you believe, remember,
you can achieve.”
-Mary KayAsh


