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Editor's Comment :

Family is the nucleus of the structure of a
community. In broader terms family extends
beyond a home and ultimately embraces a
community in its entirety as a homogeneous
entity which eventually blends with the larger
scape of the society. Core values of such clusters
of families reflect on the values of a society. Our
values shape our belief which in turn guides our
action and our actions characterize our
community. Rotary values are built upon best
practices of such communities which become
instrumental in providing direction towards a
better world. Rotary is an opportunity to subtly
work mutually on individual families through
camaraderie to weave a bond to leverage the
combined strength of sound core values. It is a
unique forum for restoration and propagation of
purity through mutual care and concern for
greater good with an eye on the broader picture.
As Rotarians if we succeed in bringing in and
involving our respective families and friends in
our activities , as best as we can, it provides them
an insight into our thoughts and actions . This in
turn can trigger a ripple effect and open up

opportunities for joining the band wagon towards
a better world. Every one of them need not
necessarily join Rotary as a member instantly,
although that would be the best scenario . But they
would be having an opportunity to appreciate our
endeavour and the very purpose of Rotary's
mission .Idea is to trigger a spirit of change
through celebration of service and fellowship.
The observance of this month December as a
Rotary Family month is an initiative to rekindle
and highlight the priority that Rotary attaches to
the family and acknowledging its role in all round
health and welfare of a community . We cannot
accomplish our goal without the support and
participation of our families in our thought
process and resultant action. They need to be
brought onto the same page. What could be a
better choice than December to focus on this issue
when the entire globe is on a celebratory mode
with festive mood humming all around when
families are preparing to get together !

We meet every Friday at 6.30 p.m. at Hotel Rajdhani Regency, Dispur Last Gate, Guwahati-781006

Tarun Ch. Bordoloi



Laugh to a healthy life

What causes people to have arthritis?
A man who smelled like a distillery flopped on a
subway seat next to a priest. The man's tie was
stained, his face was plastered with red lipstick, and a
half empty bottle of gin was sticking out of his torn coat
pocket. He opened his newspaper and began
reading.
After a few minutes, the disheveled guy turned to the

priest and asked,
"Say, father, what causes arthritis?"
"Mister, it's caused by loose living, being with cheap,
wicked women, too much alcohol and a contempt for
your fellow man."
"Well I'll be."
the drunk muttered, returning to his paper.
The priest, thinking about what he had said, nudged
the man and apologized.
"I'm very sorry. I didn't mean to come on so strong.
How long did you have arthritis?"
"I don't have it father. I was just reading here that the
Pope does."

Minutes of the Weekly Meeting of RC Gauhati South held on

21 November 2014 at Hotel Rajdhani Regency
st

Images of the weekly meeting of the 21st November 2014
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President Rtn Paramesh Dev Choudhury called
the meeting No: 1827 to order at 0650PM, which
was followed by the NationalAnthem.
The President welcomed all the members, guests
and Rotarylets present in the meeting.
The Secretary on behalf of all the members
wished Rtn Dr Sunil Saikia on his Birth Day (23
Oct. ) & again Dr Sunil Saikia & Ann Akanti on
their Marriage Anniversary (14 Oct.) . Greeting
cards were handed over by Rtn Digendra Nath
Baruah & Rtn H N Das respectively.
President invited Sri Pankaj Sarma, a student of
Gauhati Commerce College & Sri Abhijit Deka, a
student of College of Veterinary Science to share
their experiences at the recently concluded RYLA
at Bongaigaon. They were sponsored by RC
Gauhati South. Both Sri Pankaj & Sri Abhijit
shared their interesting experiences to the delight
of the house. They seem to have benefitted from
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their participation in this RYLA which has pleased
the house. Sri Pankaj got a prize in Ramp Walk
while Sri Abhijit received one each in Debate as
well as in Ramp walk.

President apprised the members about the
preparedness for the forthcoming “District
Seminar on Women Empowerment” scheduled to
be held on 23 November 2014 to be hosted by
our club. He requested for 100% registration from
our Club including the Annes. Registration fee for
Rotarians is Rs. 500.00 & Spouse Rs. 400.00. Rtn
G Bhattacharyya also made an appeal for 100%
participation from the members.
President also requested participation of
members in 'The Rotary Foundation Seminar'
scheduled to be held on 22 Nov.2014 at 3 PM at
the Institution of EngineersAuditorium, Panbazar.
Regn. Fee is Rs. 600.00.

President's Time:
A.

B.
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C.

D.

E.

F. Members point:

President informed that Registration Fee for the
District Conference, 9-11 January 2015 at
Asansol, is Rs. 2000.00 till 15-12-2014 & for the
RI Convention at Sao Paulo, Brazil, 5-9 June
2015, is $ 325 till Dec 2014 and $ 375 till 31
March 2015.
It was told by the President that 2 Blue Lapel Pins
from the RI President have been received which
are to be given to Rtn Dilip Sarkar & Rtn Satinder
Anand for sponsoring 1 new member each.
President discussed the issue of Election for the
RY 2015-2016: Appointment of Presiding Officer
/ Date of issue of Forms/ Date of submission of
filled in forms / Declaration of names of
candidates/ Date of withdrawal / Election if any /
Declaration etc. It was decided that Rtn Dr Anil
Kumar Mahanta will act as the Presiding Officer
for the Election for RY2015-2016.

Rtn Dr RN Mazumder told the members that our
club accounts continues to reflect a liability of Rs
65,438.00 pertaining to the expenditure incurred
in the Seminar on Deepor Beel during the
President ship of Dr A.K. Mahanta which was
organised jointly by the RCs of Guwahati. Rtn
Rajkamal Bhuyan personally incurred this
expenditure in anticipation that the Clubs will
reimburse the said amount, which regrettably did
not happen. It is extremely generous of Rtn
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Rajkamal Bhuyan that he has offered to forego
this liability of the Club. Club hugely appreciated
the magnanimous gesture of Rtn Rajkamal.
IPP Rtn Dr Mazumder informed the house that
during his last visit (2-11-2014) to Upper Dikshak
along with Rtns Prashanta Goswami, Dr Bibeka
Nanda Saikia to donate one pair of table & chair,
the school teacher made a fervent request to
provide, if possible, at least 4 pairs of desk &
benches for the students as they had to sit very
uncomfortably and in a cramped condition due to
the insufficient number of desk & benches. He
along with Rtn M. N. Borah volunteered to donate
2 pairs of desk & benches and appealed to the
members for the balance two pairs. Moved by the
plight of the little children many Members
volunteered promptly to make up the balance.

Rotarians : 23
Annes : 10
Rotarylets : 2
TRF collection : Rs. 320.00
Vote of thanks was offered by Rtn R M Hazarika.
The President adjourned the meeting at 0750PM.

(Fellowship was offered by Rtn R M Hazarika on the
occasion of his Birth Day on 1st Feb)

President

G.

Secretarial report:

Rtn Paramesh Dev Choudhury.,Compiled by:

u

u

u

District RYLA held at Bongaigaon, Assam

Sri Abhijit Deka & Sri Pankaj Sarmah - candidates sponsored by RC Gauhati
South for the RYLA held at Bongaigaon from 14-16th Nov. 2014

RI District 3240 RYLA was hosted by RC Bongaigaon from 14-16th November 2014. RC Gauhati South
sponsored two students, namely, SriAbhijit Deka, a 4 year student of College of Veterinary Science, Guwahati &
Sri Pankaj Sarma, a student of 2 year HS from Gauhati Commerce College, Guwahati. Both of them were
invited to share their experiences in our Weekly Meeting held on 21-11-2014. They felt that they have greatly
benefited having participated in the RYLA. Both of them received prizes in Ramp Walk & Debate etc.

President
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District Women Empowerment Seminar

District Seminar on Women Empowerment held on 23rd November 2014 Hosted by RC Gauhati South

For the first time in the history of RI-3240, RC Gauhati South
hosted the District Women Empowerment Seminar on 23
November 2014 at Down Town Hospital Auditorium,
Guwahati where 17 Rotary Clubs of the District participated
with registration of 82 Rotarians & Annes. Noted
participants were DG Rtn Swapan Kumar Choudhury, IPDG
Rtn Arijit Endow, PDGs Rtns. Dr K R Dey, Kalpana Khound,
Prabhat Kedia, Dr Pranab Kumar Baruah, DGE Rtn
Chandu Agarwal, DGN Rtn Dr Rintu Guha Niyogi & AG Rtn
Jayabrata Banerjee. PDG Rtn Kalpana Khound was the
Chief Guest, while Dr Monisha Behl was the Keynote
Speaker. The President Rtn Paramesh Dev Choudhury
presided over the seminar . Rtn G Bhattacharyya, District
Chair, Women Empowerment Committee welcomed the
dignitaries & the guests. The seminar was inaugurated with
the lighting of the Ceremonial Lamp by the DG, Chief
Guest, Keynote speaker, President, District Chair, Women
Empowerment Committee, and the Secretary . A melodious
welcome chorus rendered by the Annes set the tone for the
event. In his address DG explained the purpose of the
seminar. DG also formally released the Special Edition of
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UDAYAN brought out to commemorate the occasion. The
Keynote speaker Dr. Monisha Behl in her lucid presentation
dwelt upon the status of women today, generally, and in the
north east region in particular. The other three speakers,
namely, Dr Sheila Bora, Dr Archana Sarma, & Rtn Jayanti
Choudhury spoke on the various aspects of women
empowerment & the problems faced by the present day
women despite enactment of numerous legislations. They
stressed on the need of judicious implementation of the
regulations in order to address the problems faced by
women in all fronts. The Chief Guest also highlighted the
women's problems & involvement of Rotary, directly as well
as indirectly. She also stressed on the need for better
coordination & networking amongst the Rotary Clubs and
the other NGOs. Presentations were interjected with
interesting interactions. Rtn Prasahanta Goswami winded
up the session with his closing remarks. Vote of thanks was
offered by Rtn Dr Priyam Goswami. The Seminar was a
grand success which ended with a sumptuous lunch.

PresidentCompiled by:Rtn.ParameshDev Choudhury.,

Minutes of the Weekly Meeting of RC Gauhati South held on 28 November 2014 at  Red Hot Chilli Pepper
th
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President Rtn Paramesh Dev Choudhury called
the meeting No: 1828 to order at 0710PM. This
was followed by the NationalAnthem.
The President welcomed all the members,
guests,and the Rotarylets present in the meeting.
President also introduced his guest Dr Geetam
Sarma, Professor, Cotton College to the
members.
The President on behalf of all the members
wished Rtn Jayanta Madhab Baruah (Birth Day:
24 November) , Rtn Dr Monoj Kr Choudhury &
Ann Saswati (Marriage Anniversary : 26
November) & Rtn Rajkamal Bhuyan & Rtn.
Kaberi (Marriage Anniversary: 27 November) on
the occasion of their Birthday & Marriage
Anniversary in absentia. Also Rtn. Prashanta
Goswami & Ann Anjana (Marriage Anniversary :
25 November) and Rtn Sweta Pegu & spouse
Jnanjyoti (Marriage Anniversary : 28 November)
were wished on the occasion and the greeting
cards were handed out by Rtn. Col Monoranjan
Goswami and Rtn. Tarun Ch Bordoloi
respectively. Incidentally the very day happened
to be the Marriage Anniversary of the President
Rtn Paramesh Dev Choudhury & Ann Nandini
(28 November) too . The house wished them a
very Happy Anniversary and on behalf of the
house Rtn H N Das handed out the greeting card

At the request of President, Rtn Sweta Pegu
presented a synopsis of the recently concluded
District Women Empowerment Seminar on the
23 November 2014 hosted by our club. She
appreciated all concerned in making the seminar
a success. She made a special mention about the
contribution of Rtns. Gayatri Bhattacharyya and
Tarun Ch Bordoloi.
Secretary had briefed about the progress of the
solar light/ lamp project & grant of Rs. 8000
received from M/s NRL. A detailed action plan
would be drawn to implement the project.
Secretary also briefed about the success of
Rotarylet Arnab Goswami, son of Rtn Col
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President's Time:
H.

I.

J.

Monoranjan Goswami, who had the rare honour of
addressing the House of Lords, UK, at their
invitation.
At the request of the President, Rtn Ramesh
Gupta spoke about his recent visit to USA.
The President informed the House that Rtn Sunil
Saraf, RC Tezpur has been declared selected as
the District Governor Nominee Designate for the
RY 2017-18.
In the absence of the Presiding Officer, the
President announced the detailed schedule of
Election for the RY 2015-2016 & Nomination
papers were distributed.
The President informed that 2 Blue Lapel Pins
have been received from RI President for Rtn Dilip
Sarkar & Rtn Satinder Anand for proposing a new
member each. Rtn G Bhattacharyya fixed the pin
on Rtn Sarkar.
President also solicited the members' attendance
in the only PR Seminar in RI-3240 at Durgapur
scheduled to be held on 30 Nov.2014. Regn Fee:
Rotarian Rs. 500.00. The Clubs with 100% Regn.it
will be Rs.400.00 & for theAnnes it is Rs. 400/-
President informed that Registration Fee for the
District Conference, 9-11 January 2015 at
Asansol, is Rs. 2000.00 till 15-12-2014. So far 4
rotarians have registered & for the RI Convention
at Sao Paulo, Brazil, 5-9 June 2015, it is $ 325 till
Dec 2014 and there after it will be $ 375 till 31
March 2015.
Secretarial report:
Rotarians : 20
Annes : 10
Rotarylets : 7
Guests : 3
TRF Collection : Rs. 230.00
Vote of thanks was offered by Rtn Tarun Ch
Bordoloi.
The President adjourned the meeting at 0740PM .
The grand finale of the evening was the
President's Dinner which was a great celebration
of their Marriage Anniversary . The sumptuous
fare was a real treat for the evening.
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For the first time a well-wisher of Rotary club of
Gauhati South, Sri Sashindra Kumar Majumdar has
been honoured with Paul Harris Fellowship by Rotary
International for his contribution to End Polio mission.
Born on July, 1940 at Garukhunda village in Nagaon
district, Sri Majumdar had his early schooling at the
village L P School , first at Garukhunda L P School and
then at Kawoimari L P School and passed the
matriculation examination from Jamunamukh H E
School in 1957. He had his graduation in Arts stream
from B. Barooah College at Guwahati studying at night
shift. While in college, he was also working at newly
established Noonmati Refinery. After his marriage
he settled at Kenduguri area of Narengi. From a
humble beginning he rose to the position of Senior

Sri S.K.Majumdar :

The non Rotarian Paul Harris Fellow
Rtn Dr Bibekananda Saikia



Accounts Officer in the organisation he was serving,
by dint of his hard work, sincerity and honesty and
retired in July, 2000. He is married to Mrs. Bela and
blessed with three daughters, all being married and
settled well. His eldest daughter is a lecturer in
Assamese in a College in Agomoni in Dhubri district
and currently pursuing a Ph D programme .
Sri Majumdar was very hard working since his early
childhood and always had a strong determination to
attain his goal despite having to struggle against all
odds. Having been born and bred in a farmer`s family,
he had to help family members in the paddy field till his
Matriculation examination. Later when he had settled
at Kenduguri, he found that the entire locality with a
significant population was without any school and the
children had to travel a long distance crossing the
railway track for their primary education. He along
with few likeminded residents of the locality started a
primary school having named it as Kenduguri
Prathamik Vidyalay in 1971-72. They managed to
rope in a dedicated teacher for the school and to set
an example Sri Majumder got his two daughters
admitted there. He could have easily got them
educated at the school run by the Refinery authority
availing their transport facility. Gradually the humble
beginning took shape to be a full-fledged school.
Through his sustained pursuit and tireless effort Sri
Majumder managed to get the school inspected by
the school Inspector, a standard prerequisite for
availing Government approval, which it did in 1973.
That same school, having made a nondescript
beginning in a thatch hut, now has a RCC building and
play ground of its own. It has come a long way since

having secured its existence as a Govt. L.P. School
with around 250 students. Sri Majumder was also
instrumental in getting electricity connection to that
locality which was not there at the time when he had
decided to settle there. At his personal initiative the
stretch of road from ASEB N F Rly level crossing near
Narengi Forest Gate to Kenduguri, parallel to the
railway track was made which has benefitted the
entire locality. Sri Majumder is currently associated
with Kenduguri L P School, local Namghar and few
other social organizations and extends his helping
hand as and when it is solicited.
Having been briefed by IPP Dr R N Mazumder, his
nephew, about the aim and objectives of Rotary
International and good work done by it ,more
specifically, making India Polio Free Sri Majumdar
volunteered to purchase Polio Plus coupons worth Rs
50,000.00 offered by Rotary in the last RY 2013-14. Sri
Majumder was greatly impressed having learnt about
the services rendered by Rotary Club of Gauhati
South. RI reciprocated this noble gesture and
benevolence for the humanitarian cause by conferring
him their prestigious Paul Harris Fellowship, for the first
time to a well-wisher of RC Gauhati South and a non-
Rotarian. Sri Majumder's contribution was gracefully
matched with the balance amount by PDG Rtn
A.K.Endow from Rotary to make it USD 1000. Rotary
Foundation Chair, of RC Gauhati South and the thenAG
Rtn Rajkamal Bhuyan played a commendable role in
making Sri Majumder a PHF. Members of R C Gauhati
South thank and congratulate Sri Majumdar on being
the first ever non Rotarian PHF of the club and wish him
good health and a long life.

Poliomyelitis is an acute viral infection caused by an
RNA virus. Primarily an infection of alimentary
(digestive) tract but may infect CNS (about 1%)
causing varying degrees of paralysis and possibly
death.

First reported epidemic in India occurred in 1949 in
and around Bombay (now Mumbai) city. Then
reported in various places and in Delhi in 1971 &
latest in 1981 & 1987, despite National Immunisation
Programme being operational since 1978 ( reason
being all children were not covered like other vaccine
as DPT due to factors like cost of vaccine & poor
sanitation facility in the country as open air
defecation).

Poliomyelitis can occur
sporadically, endemically & epidemically.

Poliovirus has 3 serotypes- 1,2 & 3.
Most outbreaks – due to type-1 virus. Polio virus can
survive long in external environment-- in water up to 4
months & in faeces up to 6 months. It is rapidly
inactivated by pasteurization, physical & chemical
agents.

Most

Problem in INDIA

Epidemiological trend:

Agent factors:

Man is the only reservoir of infection.

POLIO - at a glance

By Rtn Dr R N Mazumder

Images of Polio Victims

infections are subclinical meaning symptoms do not
appear in spite of infected by the virus. Mild and
subclinical cases play the main role in spread of
infection.



The virus is found in

The disease occurs mostly between

Males are 3 times more prone to suffer compared to
female.
Maternal immunity disappears during first 6 months.

The disease is seen more in
rainy season—from June to September. Sources –

Contaminated water, food & flies.Overcrowding &
poor sanitation encourage spread of the disease.

a) Faecal-oral route---
Directly through contaminated fingers with poor
hygiene; Indirectly through contaminated water, milk,
food, flies and articles of daily use.
b) Droplet infection—It can transmit during acute
phase of the disease

Polio may present in any of the following 4 forms:
A) In apparent ( Subclinical) ,
B) Minor / abortive ( Does not form into full form of
disease),
C) This type presents with
stiffness & pain in the back lasting for 2 to 10 days.
Recovery is rapid and requires no treatment.
D) This is the most important and
dreaded of all types. The virus invades CNS (Central
Nervous System), there is asymmetrical Flaccid
Paralysis which is of descending type i.e. paralysis
extends from hip downward along entire lower limbs
rendering the patient crippled most often.
Patient gives history of fever at the beginning and
along with malaise, anorexia, nausea , vomiting,
headache, sore throat, constipation and abdominal
pain too.
There may be facial asymmetry, dysphasia,
weakness or even loss of voice.
Respiratory insufficiency may be life threatening ,
leading to death even.
After acute phase, the victim is left with atrophy of
affected muscle & residual paralysis which we
commonly see in the community and identify as a
Polio victim.

Only available option is

Physiotherapy should be started from the beginning.

For immunization there are two types of vaccine
available- injectable and oral.
They are : IPV (Inactivated Polio Vaccine – Salk) &
OPV ( Oral polio vaccine- Sabin)

invented injectable variety in 1952 called
IPV ( Inactivated Polio Vaccine) and 5 years later
Albert Sabin invented the oral variety 1957called
OPV ( Oral Polio Vaccine)
IPV – It contains all 3 types of polio virus , inactivated

FAECES & oropharyngeal
secretions of infected person.

Host factors: 6
months to 3 yrs of age.

Environmental factors:

Mode of transmission :

Clinical presentation:

Non paralytic Polio:

Paralytic Polio :

TREATMENT:
Poliomyelitis has NO SPECIFIC TREATMENT.

GOOD NURSING to
minimize/ prevent crippling.

PREVENTION:

Jonas Salk

A polio patient is most infectious in the period of 7
t0 10 days before and after onset of symptoms.

Immunisation by 6 months

by formalin and 4 inoculations are required to
complete the course. It is easy for transportation from
one place to another for immunization but is expensive
and more potent.
OPV contains also all 3 types of virus in trivalent form
Its preservation and transportation is not as easy as
IPV and requires stringent method of maintaining cold
chain otherwise potency is compromised.

- 1 dose at 6 wks followed by 3
doses at 1 month gap and to be completed before 6
months of age.

at 12-18 months
3 dosage schedule not very effective in developing
country as evident from the epidemic of Delhi in 1971.
Then 5 dosage schedule was recommended by Indian
Academy of Paediatricians in clinic based
programme.

Under this programme launched jointly by

in the
in India
when more than 87.81 million &

(after 6 wks) 93.58 million children were
immunized and 2 million health workers & 0.5 million
vac. Booths were engaged. But in view of
reemergence of Polio (Flaccid Paralysis cases),

1996 followed by
and about children were

immunized in India.-3-
Polio free India was declared on after
no case for last 3 consecutive yrs reported. But still
affected are

(1923–1987),
Governor of RI District 204 (1984–1985), was the man
who inspired and promoted the

Rtn. Mulitsch made it possible shipping the first
500,000 doses of anti polio vaccine to the
at the beginning of 1980.
Since beginning the project in

Inspired by Rotary's commitment, the
passed a resolution in

Now a partner in the
with

by the as the
key private partner in the eradication effort.

3 primary doses

Booster dose

PULSE POLIO IMMUNIZATION ( PPI):
WHO,

UNICEF, Rotary International and other major
global partners mission to eradicate Polio
from world, Ist phase was organized on 9
Dec., 1995 on 20
Jan, 1996

2 phase was organized on 7 Dec,
18 Jan, 1997 120 million

13 Jan, 2014,

Pakistan, Afghanistan , Nigeria and
latest is Syria.
Sergio Mulitsch di Palmenberg

RI PolioPlus
vaccination campaign.

Philippines

1985, Rotarians have
contributed over US$850 million and hundreds of
thousands of volunteer-hours, leading to the
inoculation of more than two billion of the world's
children.

World Health
Organization (WHO) 1988 to
eradicate polio by 2000.

Global Polio Eradication
Initiative (GPEI) WHO, UNICEF and the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,

United Nations

st

existing age bar of 0 - 4 yrs raised to 0 - 5 yrs for
better coverage and success.

Rotary is recognized

Ref: Park's Text book of Social & Preventive
Medicine by J E Park 15th edition
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How well do we know RI President Gary C.K.Huang !

Gary Huang played a lot of sports when he was younger, but
basketball was his favorite. He was captain and point guard of
his high school team. “I'm not tall, but I was quick.” He flashes
a grin. “I knew how to move the ball and set my team up to
win.” That was decades ago, but whether in basketball,
business, or Rotary, moving the ball continues to be Huang's
game. He likes action and progress. He relishes a challenge.
When the Rotary Club of Taipei told him he was too young to
be a member, he persisted, attending every meeting for nine
months until he hooked an invitation at age 30. Since then, he
has not stopped moving forward. Five years after joining
Rotary, Huang became club president. Then he became
Taiwan's youngest district governor, first RI director, and first
Rotary Foundation trustee. This month, he becomes the first
Chinese presidentofRotary International.
Huang was born in Fujian, a province in southern China. He
is the third child of seven. Like many others, his family fled
China during the civil war, unhappy with the communists
who were taking over the country. The family settled in
Taiwan in 1947, when Huang was one year old.
Huang's parents pushed him to excel in school, but they
also believed that grades were not the only things that were
important. “My father used to say to me that getting B's was
OK, but I had to participate in activities and join clubs. He
said that would help me in the future,” Huang recalls.
Although Huang's father was not a Rotarian, he instilled
similar ideals of service in his son. Helping others, his father
said, would help him learn how to be a leader. As a result,
Huang was president of his high school class. Besides playing
basketball, he played soccer, ran track and, at the urging of his
mother, participated in (and often won) speech competitions.
He also led the daily morning pep rallies at his school for six
years. “My father was happy I did those things,” Huang says.
“Every time there was a school celebration, no matter how
busyhe was,he would alwaysattend.”
After high school and two years of serving in the military,
Huang moved to Michigan to attend the University of
Eastern Michigan in Ypsilanti. He recalls those years with
fondness, remembering how clean and wide-open the
Midwest felt to a city boy from Taipei. He lived with an
American family, who gave him the name Gary because they
liked the actor Gary Cooper. He worked through school at a
gas repair company, where he started at $1.25 an hour and
ended at $4.75 a few years later. When he graduated with a
business degree in 1971, he was so happy, he bought himself
a graduation ring. “It was the first, most expensive thing I'd
boughtwith myown money, so Iwear it all the time,”he says.
But his education was far from over. Huang's father was
president of an insurance company in Taiwan and wanted
his son to be well prepared for a career in the same field.
Huang went on to graduate school at New York University
and spent time in England, Switzerland, Germany, and
Japan, learning about the insurance business and making
international connections. Years later, Huang would again
be making connections all over the world as RI president.
Huang returned to Taiwan to work for a small insurance firm,
which over the next 15 years he built into one of the largest in
the industry. He made one agreement with his chairman: that
he had to be able to fit Rotary into his busy schedule. “I wanted
to continue mywork in Rotaryno matterwhat,”he says.
When Huang began to experience success in his profession
and in Rotary, his mother kept him grounded, something she
still does at the age of 95. “I know she is proud of me,” he says.
“Butno matterhow successful I am,she neverpraisesme.”
The year Huang joined Rotary was also the year he met his

wife, Corinna Yao, at a church Bible study. “He kept calling
me,” Yao says. But Huang remembers it differently. “She's
the one who picked me up!” he claims.
He was outgoing and social. She was an introvert. “I
wondered how we would get along,” she says. “But it's 38
years later, and we are still good.” Together they raised three
children – two daughters and a son – and now they have two
grandchildren, Eddie and Evan. Evan was born on the same
day that Huang found out he was the RI president-nominee.
His name is a play on “Evanston.”
Huang and Yao raised their family with Rotary, so it plays a
part in their children's memories. “I always wanted what you
had with your Rotary friends. Growing up, they were my
aunties and uncles,” eldest daughter Linda tells her father.
Nancy, his second daughter, remembers visiting an
orphanage with Huang when she was young. “It was the first
time I learned about what Rotary does. My dad was so
passionate,” she says.
The orphanage was one of the first Rotary projects that
inspired Huang more than 30 years ago. When he toured the
facilities, he was taken aback, seeing the kids crammed into
one room at night, watching them share a pot of rice at
mealtime. Many of the orphans were the same age as his
young children at the time. The orphanage needed so many
things – a new roof, a refrigerator, an air conditioner, and
diapers and other supplies. The Taipei club provided these
things, but Huang wanted to do more. He and another
Rotarian decided to sponsor two of the girls. They chose two
four-year-olds with the same Chinese zodiac sign as Huang
and his friend: the rooster. They took the girls to dinner once
every other month. They paid for the girls' school fees every
year and eventually sent them to college. After graduation,
they paid for a celebratory trip to Hong Kong and helped
them find jobs when they came home. Thirty years later,
Huang and his friend still meet them regularly for dinner, now
with their own families.
Huang believes that Rotary should be about lifting people
up. The theme he chose, Light Up Rotary, is a reflection of
his desire to encourage Rotarians to bring light where there
is darkness. Huang also hopes thatLight Up Rotary inspires
Rotarians to lighten up Rotary's image. He wants Rotary to
be fun, not just for fun's sake, but because having a good
time builds genuine bonds of friendship, retains members,
and helps recruit new ones.
Member recruitment is a hallmark of Huang's Rotary career.
When he was club president, his club grew from 102 to 138
members. When he was district governor for Taiwan, Hong
Kong, and Macau, he added 19 new clubs. “If you want to
invite people, you need to make things interesting,” he
reasons. “Then they will love it and come again.”
Huang's friend and RI Vice President Celia Elena Cruz de
Giay supports this approach. “Rotary is a serious
organization but not a solemn one. President Gary is putting
an emphasis on making Rotary fun because he can see the
winning combination of Rotarians having fun while they
serve,”she explains.
He also champions the idea of opening Rotary's doors to
younger people and recruiting more female members.
“Some Rotarians are too conservative. They disagree with
having women or younger members,” he says. “With
younger people, they are our future. In a few years, they will
be bigger, better, maybe richer than us,” Huang jokes. “It's
good for them, good for Rotary, and good for society.”
Even though he jokes, Huang is so serious about
membership that he recruited his own family into Rotary. His
wife joined first, then his three grown children followed suit,
each in a different club. His son, Billy, believes that being in
Rotary has made the family closer. “We participate in
activities together,” he says. “I understand my dad better.”
Huang is thrilled to bring together the most important parts of
his life, giving new meaning to the idea of the family of Rotary.
He hopes that others will follow his example. “Why leave your
family to do your Rotary work? You can do it together,” he
suggests. “Then doing good becomesa familyevent.”
These days, Huang plays golf instead of basketball, but he's
still in the game of setting up his team – the team of Rotary –

to win. – Susie Ma
(Source : The Rotarian ; July 2014)
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